
Addendum to the Bloxworth Snout at Heligan Gardens.

You may remember an article in the CBMS newsletter last summer regarding the Bloxworth Snout and that its
food-plant was Pellitory-of-the-wall (Parietaria judaica). I did not know where to find this plant in the St. Austell
area until Joyce Gregory kindly informed me that there was some growing along the end of the underpass to
ASDA near the Catholic Church. I pulled up one or two roots and stems of this rather spindly plant and took them
home, binning some excess leaves and stems.

About 5 days later my attention was drawn to a very small moth flitting about in my bathroom. I managed to
capture it and was surprised to find that it was Cosmopterix pulchrimella (Chambers, 1875). (see photograph
below). This very small moth with a wingspan of only 9 mm across was first discovered in Cornwall by Phil
Sterling and Dave Pearman. They found occupied leaf mines on Pellitory-of-the-wall (Parietaria judaica) on the
1st January 2004 outside the hotel at Portloe. It was first found in the UK at Walditch, Bridport, Dorset by Mark
Parsons during the autumn of 2001. It is a native of warmer climes such as the Mediterranean Basin, Portugal,
Canary Islands and Madeira. Evidently some pupae amongst the Pellitory-of-the-wall were inadvertently thrown
away in my basement litter-bin and left awhile before finally being thrown out with the rubbish – long enough for
the overlooked pupa of this moth to emerge!

It was uncertain whether this moth could survive some colder winters in the UK and it therefore remains to be
seen, even in the south west, if this is the case. It seems that often, wherever Pellitory-of-the-wall is found in
Cornwall, this moth is present and although it maybe replenished by adults arriving in the spring and summer,
does the moth survive such cold winters as 2018’s ‘Beast from the East’?

As you can see, the moth is quite beautiful with metallic silver, orange, black and white markings. The moth can
be found in almost every month depending on the weather. Global warming has evidently assisted the spread of
this moth to our shores and I’m sure there will be many more adventive and foreign species to be found in the
ensuing years as also evidenced by previous year’s migratory records.

Cosmopterix pulchrimella (Chambers, 1875) – ex. mine Pellitory-of-the-wall (Parietaria judaica)
from Pellitory-of-the-wall, St. Austell, 19th August 2021
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